The Dean shewd me one day the registers of the Order & they were very well worth seeing. The Sovereign of the Order in evry reign is painted very prettily at the beginning on vellum & all the leaves are illuminated with flowers and devices.
A servant that comes to Queen Katherine in Henry the 8th delivers his message standing & treating her as Princess of Wales, at which she is much offended & orders him out of her sight because he did not kneel, so that it was an antient custome to kneel when they spoke to Queens. You remember we talked about the courtiers who knelt when Queen Elizabeth looked at them.
I went lately to Bisham Abbey in hopes of seeing the tombs of the old Earls of Salisbury, but when I opend the chappie doors there was to my great dissappointment nothing but dried herbs & yellow cowcumbers bursting for seed.    Lord Cholmley is making alterations there tho he only hires the house of Sir Philip Hobby.    In the parish church there are very fine monuments of the Hobbys & the painting & gilding is better preservd than any monuments that I ever saw that were putt up so long ago as Queen Elizabeth's time.   There is a Lady Hobby, wife to Sir Philip Hobby, Knt of the G-arter, in a black robe & fardingale & white laced vail, and her sister a peeress in robes.    The hands & face are very well executed & all the veins painted & they look allmost alive, and there is a very pretty monument of Lady Hunsdon her daughter that is in the print of Yertue's where the Queen is represented making her entry into Ld Hunsdon's her husband's house.
I conclude you have enjoyd this fine weather at your pretty villa & I hope you have had your health well, indeed I need not doubt it for you are allways well, nay I will own, who often complain, that I have been better for a long continuance than I ever was.745.in March, 1795.
